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Anti-CD74 autoantibodies in axial spondyloarthritis as biomarkers 
for activity and severity of disease but not for tumour necrosis factor 
inhibitor retention: data from the Swiss Clinical Quality Management 
in rheumatic diseases cohort 

 
This study investigated the role of anti-CD74 autoantibodies as potential biomarkers in axial spondy-
loarthritis (axSpA). The researchers found that elevated anti-CD74 antibodies were significantly associ-
ated with disease severity and markers of inflammation, such as increased C-reactive protein (CRP). 
However, these antibodies did not predict the effectiveness of tumor necrosis factor inhibitor (TNFi) 
therapy, as assessed by drug retention rates after adjusting for other factors. 
 
Currently, CRP remains the primary biomarker guiding treatment decisions. Understanding the role of 
anti-CD74 antibodies could still be valuable in future research, potentially aiding in early disease detec-
tion or identifying patients who might benefit from alternative therapeutic strategies. 
 
Link to the publication:  Anti-CD74 autoantibodies in axial spondyloarthritis as biomarkers for activity and severity of disease but 
not for tumour necrosis factor inhibitor retention: data from the Swiss Clinical Quality Management in rheumatic diseases cohort 
at https://doi.org/10.1007/s10067-025-07393-0 
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